Intracavitary bleomycin in the management of malignant effusions.
Instilled bleomycin and thoracostomy were utilized in 38 patients with malignant pleural effusions; the therapy produced a complete or partial response rate of 63%. Toxicity was minimal. In patients with intraperitoneal effusions, bleomycin instillation after drainage produced a complete or partial response in 36%. One patient had severe hypotension and fever. Patients with ovarian and breast carcinoma responded best, among them, effusions were controlled in greater that 70%. Because of its low systemic toxicity, absence of marrow toxicity, and virtual absence of discomfort, we think that the local instillation of bleomycin is indicated in the management of malignant effusions.